HISTORY OF STRATFIELD TURGIS

Taken from the booklet by Mrs. Anne Gresham Cooke

Chapter One THE PARISH.

The Celtic tribe of the Atrebates, in about the year 300B.C., occupied the area that is today equivalent to North Hampshire, in which Stratfield Turgis is situated. Later, after the Romans had withdrawn from Britain, the Anglo-Saxon Basingas tribe colonized the area.

When the land around the present village was held by one Aloric, during the reign of Edward the Confessor, it was assessed at :

2 hides (one hide equalled 250 acres of uncultivated land.)

3 villeins with one plough

2 acres of ploughland

3 ploughs.

No specific mention of a village was made in Domesday Book; but some time after the Norman Conquest the name of Petit Stratfield (the little field by the Roman strata, or road) was given to a small settlement. The French influence in the name must have arisen through the de Ports and their descendants, the St. Johns, holding land here from after the Conquest until 1349. However, the "Petit" was dropped in 1270, when the manor was held from the St. Johns by a Henry Turgis, and "Turgis" was added to Stratfield. This addition brought in yet another foreign element to the name, for Turgis is thought to be derived from either "Thorges" (which is Norse for God's spear,) or "Turcus", (Latin for Turk;) - the latter possibly having some connection with the 3rd Crusade in 1187. The case for the Norse origin, however, is strengthened through the name being known until the 1960s in Normandy (the land of the Northmen) where Mademoiselle Turgis was a formidable pillar of the Resistance movement. The name of "Turgis" has gone out of common use as a surname in this country, because it became "Filius Turgis" and so Sturgis or Sturgess.

The 13th century saw the development of the village proceed apace:

John Turgis let a meadow at the annual rent of 1d to Peter Hereward's son, William, who paid 20/- gersum (a sum of money to bind a grant) to secure the letting. 

Deeds of the period mention:

1). Haiwoode Meadow (today's Heywood's Farm?)

2). Boremede, which lay "as the water encloses it" between the village and Sherfield. (Boarmeadow is now on the opposite side of the river to the Fisheries.)

3). The Heathland on one side of the highway from "Rading to Basingstoke."

4). An acre of woodland in Bradeford (near Broadford bridge?)

5). A ditch dug by Henry Turgis (the stream in front of Turgis Court?)

The vill of Stratfelde Turgys in 1316 was held by the Prior of Merton, Surrey, but in the main at this time, it is the Turgis family about whom records have been kept. It appears that their fortunes were mixed. Peckham Registers of 1279-1292 show that a letter of arrest was issued for Radulph Turgis. In 1318 John Turgis and others of Stratfield Turgis and Bramley broke the close of the Bishop of Bath and Wells at Hartley Wespail and "fished his stews and carried away his fish". And again on October 8th 1331, John Turgis was granted a pardon at Westminster for carrying away a stag in the Forest of Pamber. Happily not all the records are of criminal acts. A John Turgis was Lord of the Manor in 1326, and it was probably in his time that 1/9th part of the skeaves, fleeces and lambs of the parish was worth 40/-. The succeeding lord - another John Turgis - was granted "Huwhetteslane" which led from the highway and is thought now to be the lane to All Saints' Church. Thomas Turgis became rector of the village in 1348, but in the same year the Turgis family gave up the patronage of the church and nothing further is heard of their presence in the village. There are records however of the family in Dorset and it is known that Robert Turgis owned land there in 1461 and that the hamlet of Melcombe Bingham was called Melcombe Turgis until at least 1523. The coat-of-arms of the Turgis family are to be found in a church window there and in a quartered form on a fine monument in Sherborne Abbey to Sir John Horsey and his son. Sir John who died in 1546, had married a Miss Turgis.

For over 200 years after the departure of the Turgis family there was no family that had a long term of authority in the village. Robert Herriard became Lord of the Manor and presented to the church in 1390 and Thomas Herriard did likewise in 1441. Later Robert Tirwhit was the ground landlord and James Cawode and Nichlas Talbot had the right of presentation under Bishop Waynflete (1447-1486). Robert Martyn, a yeoman of the village, rose in importance at this time and in 1443 held considerable lands including a cottage and three crofts of land from Thomas Hariyerd at the rather favourable rent of - a rose at midsummer!

At the time of the Reformation, Turgis was more noted for its alders than for any reforming zeal. 20 acres of alder-groves in the parish were the subject of a gift by John Hyndon in 1526, perhaps the forebears of the alders referred to by the 18th century Poet Laureate, Thomas Warton of Basingstoke in his sonnet entitled "To the Lodon".

1539 saw Stratfield Turgis become firmly established as the property of men of renown. John Basset of Sussex and Thomas Anton sold the manor to Sir William Paulet, Comptroller or Treasurer to the Royal Household. Sir William became the Marquis of Winchester in 1551, and his family sold "the manor of Turges alias Stratfelde Turges" to William Pitt (of Westminster, gentleman) in the reign of James I. William Pitt, who was the son of John Pitt, Clerk to the Exchequer, was later knighted and in 1634 became patron of All Saint's Church. His family maintained the patronage right up to 1818, when the Duke of Wellington acquired it together with the estate of Stratfield Saye and Stratfield Turgis. 

More recent developments

The peak in recorded population in Turgis was reached in 1891, when there were 208 inhabitants. For an area of 1075 acres and a present day rateable value of £3,270, this figure is not large, but it did "show a considerable increase over 1676 when there were –

44 conformists

0 Papists

0 Non-conformists

These figures would concern adults so if one adds say, 50 children under 16, there would have been a total of 94.

Other known population figures are:

1901 - 203

1921 - 176

1961 - 125

The village was originally administered in the Holdshot Hundred but that task is now undertaken by the Basingstoke R.D.C. It is in the Petty Sessional Division and County Court District of Basingstoke but in the Rural Deanery of Odiham.

The telephone exchange of Turgis Green was opened at the end of January 1939 and served 50 subscribers, previously the telephone service being operated at the grocers shop at Sherfield-on-Loddon. Since 1945 the important highway A33 which runs through the parish has been twice straightened having lay-byes to the side. The parish has, however, for 1000 years remained true to its principal business, agriculture, the mechanisation of which has led to its decrease of population since the last century. 

Chapter Two ALL SAINT'S CHURCH

It was not until the arrival of the Turgis family in the community of Stratfield Turgis in the later part of the 13th century that the need for some form of religious building was filled. The actual date of the foundation can be pin-pointed to within a few years, for there was no mention of a church in 1291 at the time of Pope Nicholas' taxation, but by 1309 the first incumbent, Hugonis, had been recorded.

To-day's church contains many traces of the site's 650 years of history one of which is that the building does not lie on a true east-west line, being slightly oriented to the south.

The 14th century is represented by two cinquefoil lights in the window at the east end of the nave's north wall, and by a partly blocked door next to this. The font dates from a few years later and the horn-filled top light of a north side window is also thought to be of a similar age. A severe fire in 1792 destroyed the greater part of the church, along with the neighbouring farm buildings, and apart from the items mentioned above, nothing but the bell survived. The bell was cast in 1683 by E. Knight and is inscribed "John Cowdrey". A good job was made of the reconstruction on the old foundations, for, apart from the restoration of the fabric in 1901 and a full interior re-decoration in 1965 no further repairs have had to be carried out.

The church is fortunate in possessing some well-preserved records of the past. Apart from the Registers of the Rev. Edge at the turn of the 20th century, mentioned below, there are complete records of Christenings, Births and Marriages since 1672. The earliest recorded burial in the churchyard is of Robert Martine in 1553 and the first mention of a well-known local name, is in 1639. Two stone memorials to parishioners are of interest – the black stone under the altar is to commemorate William Pitt, a son of John Pitt, who died August 5th 1704 in his 62nd year; and a gravestone outside the south door is of John Mears who was padgroom to the first Duke of Wellington, and who led the Duke's charger at his funeral. A window on the south side of the nave was erected to the memory of the 3rd Duke of Wellington, and a charity board in the vestry records gifts of £30 from the Rt. Hon. Lord Rivers and others for the benefit of the poor of the parish.

In the early days of the church, the benefice was only of sufficient value to support a chaplain but during the episcopate of William Edendon, 1346-66, it was valuable enough for John Turgis to present a rector (A list of the rectors appears at the end of the booklet.) Few stories about the early incumbents remain, but it is reported that a rector, John Locke, was in debt to Robert Martyn, yeoman, in 1441 and that another rector, John Lee, was charged in 1526 with incontinence with a Joanna Skers. This latter story had an unusual ending, for when they both denied the charge, they were subjected to the Anglo-Saxon civil procedure of "Compurgation." Through this they were given an opportunity to declare their innocence under oath, which in this case was testified to by six hands (witnesses) for the rector and five for the woman. The two accused were then able to bring forward the required number of witnesses or "Compurgators" and on February 15th 1526 they were allowed to go free the rector in fact, to hold his post for a further 30 years.

In 1639, the boundaries of the Churchyard were defined by "pannells" of railings. Each panel was to be the responsibility of a farm or "land" in the village. Oakland Farm (The Fisheries) made four panels, Turgis Court made the panels for the west side, five panels on the north side as well as the stile, and the two next panels were made by the lands called Ives or Keeps, (Ive's Farm?). Among others mentioned were Potters (in the Fisheries lane), Tipple Hill (between Turgis Green and Spanish Green), Moggs Farm standing in the corner of Turgis Green (Wheelers Farm), Wythes (south-west of Lawn Farm) and Spanish Green. At the time of the Restoration, the Rector Edward Drope, D.D. of Magdalen College, Oxford gave the chalice, which is still in use today.

For over 100 years from 1678, there are a number of instances in the church records of an Act passed in that year- the stimulus for which was provided by the economic distress caused by a ban on wool exports. Every man, woman and child was required to be buried in a woollen shroud! It is recorded that Mrs. Elizabeth Horne, widow, of Turgis, was bold enough to disobey the Act in 1696 and was ordered to pay 50/- to "ye poore of the Parish".

The rector of Turgis from 1746-47 was the notorious Master of the Free School, Basingstoke, the Rev. Samuel Loggan. He was in continual trouble with the Corporation for failing to give lessons at the school and carried his case as far as to petition the Lord Chancellor Hardwick to side with him against the Corporation. On his death he was buried by his own request in the sawpit in the church yard! He was succeeded by the John Aubrey, who gave the silver gilt plate to the church.

From 1775 onwards, the livings of Stratfield Saye and Turgis were held by the same man; first by a Mr. Salter, who had the misfortune to lose all his children, supposedly owing to the situation of his rectory at Stratfield Saye being near the river; and secondly the Rev. John Bastard, who remained Rector for 50 years until 1862, although he had a Dorset living as well!

A good deal more attention was paid to the parish by the next incumbent, a scientific and reforming Victorian, the Rev. C.H. Griffith. An amateur meteorologist of no mean fame, he contributed diligently to the Annual "British Rainfall" published in the 1860's and kept 40 rain gauges in the Rectory garden! Not only did he keep a boarding and tutorial establishment for boys, but he also started a successful night school with "interesting scientific lectures". He introduced a harmonium into the church services, arranged successful flower shows, planted trees, enlarged Turgis Rectory and renovated the church at a cost of £120 by new windows and glass, choir seats, pulpit, lectern and altar-cloth. He must also have witnessed the second Duke of Wellington having the lawn mower pulled by an elephant!

The Rev. H.P. Edge, 1896-1906, kept the parish registers very fully with many interesting sidelights, and both he and his predecessor contributed lengthy articles to both the national and local press about local celebrations of such events as the Golden and Diamond Jubilees of Queen Victoria and the Coronation of Edward VII. During the tenure of this rector, remembered as an amusing and eccentric man, the church was restored at a cost of £420, after a fire had destroyed part of the roof. The rector recorded of the fire that "more than one profane person deplored its extinction". The fire brought to a head lengthy discussions about the necessity for repairing the fabric, the woodwork being full of dry-rot - "a menace to health and an outrage to decency". The gallery was at this time taken down.

In 1902 the last suicide was buried in the churchyard. A man had drowned himself in the river by the Iron Bridge, the scene of four previous suicides.

According to the Rev. Edge, in 1903 it rained from 10 a.m. on June 13th to midnight on June 15th. Three inches of rain fell and Turgis Court meadows were completely flooded. He also records that an earthquake tremor occurred in 1904.

The church did not escape damage during the 2nd World War. Maybe as a foretaste of things to come, a large yew-tree was struck by lightening in 1939 and burnt out -- later a German plane, which subsequently dropped itsbombs on Reading, machine-gunned the north side of the church itself, where the marks can still be seen.

Chapter Three NOTES ON THE VILLAGE AND ITS LIFE.

Spanish Green. 

What is the origin of this name which was once spelt Spannells Green and mentioned in 1587 as Spanyshe Grene? Unlikely suggestions have been put forward that link its name with both the Armada, Lord Rivers' Spanish employees and refugees at the time of the Peninsular War. However we know that after their marriage in Winchester Cathedral in 1554 Mary Tudor and Phillip II of Spain proceeded by "leisurely stages" to Windsor. On "Tuisday the 31 of July" they stayed at Basing, possibly at Basing House, enjoying the hospitality of the 1st Marquis of Winchester, Lord of the Manor of Turgis. On "Thursday the 2 of August" they went to Reading. If as is possible a party of Phillip's Spanish retinue bivouacked on the Green for the night and if the Spanish were as unpopular as report would have it - considered as devils by some - their night's sojourn would have been long remembered and would have thus lent its name to the Green.

The Chase Family are known to have been of importance in the village for close on 200 years (1639-1827), since they held at different times, all the parish posts - Surveyor, Overseer and Church Warden. They lived at Turgis Court for over 50 years and there are 15 gravestones in the churchyard to various members of the family. In 1752, it was recorded that Dr. Chase's bill for tending the poor for one year was 12/6! 

Charity. 

Several interesting examples of pre-Welfare state help exist in the village records. Anne Savage was paid 5/6 "when her husband was gone off" and continued to receive help for years afterwards. 1/- was paid to "Norman's child for a pair of Pattins" (clogs). Aron Deane in 1753 was on the rates from April to September at an average of 1/- per week. When he died, the bill for burying was:

"Coffing and shrood 18/8

Digging a grave 2/6

Beer, bread and cheese for laying himout 2/-

Candles 2d

Affidavit 1/- "

Aron was more expensive in death than in life.

The Overseers in 1766 paid out two sums of 15/- each to William Silvester and Edward Humbleston "towards hiring a substitute to serve in the Militia service". In the next century, they made odd payments for the destruction of sparrows at the cost of 1/- a dozen and 3/6 a dozen for catching moles.

The Institute and Other Buildings. 

At the suggestion of Captain Sinclair and Mr. Edge, the Parish Room was built in 1906 on a site given by the Duke of Wellington and was used from after the 1st World War until 1927 as a Social Club. A Dame's School was kept by Miss Susan Usher in her cottage (now demolished), next to the Institute. Turgis Green garage is on the site of a former bakery and Wheeler's Farm was the butcher's shop.

The Union of Benefices of Stratfield Turgis and Hartley Wespall was brought about in 1935.

Several buildings in the parish are registered as being of historic interest.

All Saints' Church as already mentioned.

Turgis Court was first recorded in 1580 but is of the late 17th century and early 18th.

The Wellington Arms is of the 18th century or earlier with a 19th century frontage.

South Lodge is of the early 19th century.

Lawn Farmhouse is 17th and early 19th century.

Keeper's Cottage is 17th century. 

Bylands Cottage is 17th and 19th centuries.

The Cricketers is early 19th century. 

Wheeler's Farm is early 18th century. 

Bylands Farmhouse and Barn are 17thand 18th centuries.

The Fisheries is 16th and 17th centuries.

What is Turgis Green? 

Several people are puzzled about the different names accorded to the parish. In fact Stratfield Turgis is the correct name of the whole parish of over 1000 acres. Turgis Green applies to the small part, lying in the centre along the main road, where the majority of houses are. The original Green is believed to be the parcel of land standing opposite the Cricketers Arms but this seems to have been exchanged when the Recreation Ground was enclosed and put into the hands of Trustees for the use of the Village in 1866.

Rectors of All Saints',Stratfield Turgis

	Date 
	Name 
	Patron

	1309
	Hugonis
	

	1312
	William de Sale
	

	1340
	Thomas Ladde
	John Turgis

	1348
	Thomas Turgis
	""

	1390
	Thomas atte Delle
	Ralph Tyrwhyt

	1392
	John Lee
	Robert Herierd

	1406
	William
	

	1409
	William Elys
	

	1410
	John Hind
	Sir Thomas Skelton, Robert Tyrwhit & William Sherefield

	1411
	John de Lind
	"""

	1441
	John Locke
	Thomas Herriard

	1449
	John Hamond
	John Flegge

	1450
	John Lewys
	“”

	1467
	John Selby
	Agatha Flegge

	1479
	John Alan
	James Cawode

	1480
	John Merbeck
	""

	1484
	Reginald Bretland
	Nicholas Talbot

	1487
	Thomas Pile
	Thomas Manory & 

	1489
	Christopher Mitton
	"

	
	
	

	1501
	William Smyth
	Francis Dyneley

	1512
	John Dyneley
	"""

	1514
	Edward Stirop
	"""

	1523
	John Aleeor Ley or Legh
	"

	1555 
	Richard Flamence or Flemming
	"""

	1580
	John Hall
	Sir William Paulet

	1581
	Thomas Lloyde
	"""

	1634
	John Lloyde
	Sir William Pitt

	1661 
	Edwin Drope. D.D.
	Edward Pitt

	1671 
	Francis Stephens
	George Pitt

	1710
	John Pitt
	""

	1716
	John James
	""

	1732 
	Stephen Green
	" "

	1742
	Richard Richards
	"

	1746
	Samuel Loggan
	""

	1748 
	Joseph Trapp
	" "

	1769
	John Awberry
	""

	1775
	Edward Salter
	Lord Rivers

	1812
	John Bastard"
	"

	1862
	Charles Higman Griffith
	Duke of Wellington

	1896
	Horace Prescott Edge
	"

	1916
	George A. Gloster
	

	1920
	John C. Abdy 
	Duke of Wellington

	1942
	Roger Grundy
	"

	1946
	Albert Thomas Humphrey 
	alternate with the Dean and Chapter of Windsor

	1965 
	William F.Weller
	


It is strange to think that over 650 years, there have been only 45 Rectors who could all be comfortably seated in the Church. A delicate question for the Parochial Church Council would be to decide who of the many distinguished preachers would deliver the sermon!

