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A Walk Around the Parish
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[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]This walk takes in some of the beautiful features and countryside of the parish of Stratfield Turgis. It takes about 2hrs 30 minutes of gentle walking allowing for some sightseeing along the way, and is predominantly flat with a couple of large stiles to negotiate.
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The boxed numbers relate to descriptive paragraphs below, marked by the bracketed numbers. 

If you’re looking at this document online, clicking on the boxed numbers will take you to the relevant section of text and vice versa.
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Start off at the Cricketers pub (1) in Turgis Green where a fortifying drink can be had before the off. 
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Take a short walk along Bottle Lane towards the garage, and then turn right at the A33. Follow the footway beside the A33 for a short distance until the wooden footpath sign is seen on the opposite side of the road, pointing though an arch of hedge (2). Cross over the A33 and follow this sign. (If you get as far as the Jekyll & Hyde it means your minds on other things.)
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You are now walking up footpath 2. Note the width of the hedgerow and the variety of non-native plant species, especially laurels. These have probably been planted as cover for pheasants. This is also a great spot for blackberry picking. Follow the left hand side of the hedge up the gentle slope until you reach a T-junction with another track. 

At the T-junction turn right (3). You have now joined footpath 4 which will lead you into the centre of old Stratfield Turgis. From this path you get good views of the old church of All Saints, now abutted by a gaggle of modern farm buildings. You can get a real feel for the age of the landscape.  

As you arrive at the farm buildings you can continue on to the road but it’s more interesting to turn left in front of them and along the side of the field. This is actually footpath 5 (4). By the Churchyard the footpath leads through the hedge and over a ditch using a small plank bridge into the old churchyard.

The first thing that faces you on entering the churchyard is the headstone of one of the earlier chairmen of the parish. This leads on to a beautiful secluded churchyard.


Its worth a pause on the journey to look beyond the signs of age and neglect in the churchyard and church and imagine it in its heyday, with a lovely flint faced church surrounded by some impressive headstones.


Now we need to leave the church and head towards Turgis Court Farm (5). Turgis Court farmhouse is built on the site of the old manor house with its moat. Pass in front of the manor and duck under the towering willow (6). This takes you onto bridle path 9.


The bridle path leads you up alongside a small branch of the Loddon crossed by frequent footbridges used by anglers to find that perfect pitch. 

Further along the bridleway the path leaves the leafy glades and opens out at a small weir. You then bear right past “Mary’s Beat” and on towards the end of the bridleway.

At the end of the bridleway (7) go round the locked five bar gate and turn left onto the road leading across the new Broadford Bridge. You’re now in the Parish of Stratfield Saye.

Walk along the road and turn left at the junction, signposted towards the New Inn (8). Continue bearing left on the road past a couple of farms. First, Kings Farm on the left hand side, then eventually, after wiggling round a few bends, Ives Farm on the right.

Shortly after Ives Farm there is a footpath sign on the left (9), partially hidden by the hedge. This takes you onto Stratfield Saye footpath number 3. Follow this across the fields. Don’t forget to turn left before the big oak tree (10) otherwise you end up in the orchard of Heywoods Farm. The path doglegs around Heywoods Farm following the field edges and crosses a couple of (potentially muddy) ditches.

Eventually you end up at a large stile (11) (with a potentially muddy approach; there is a board to walk across if it’s deep mud!). This can take a bit of getting your leg over.

Turn left after the stile and cross the field to the next stile; watch out for the electric fence here, although it is protected. The new footbridge (c2004) over the Loddon is now in front of you (12). Cross this, and then over the next stile and you see the rear of Turgis Court Farm over the field. Follow the line of old pollarded willows across the field and through the gate (or over the stile). If it’s a really hot day you can paddle across the ford (but watch the first step, it’s a deep one) or use the small footbridge. 

This leads you back outside All Saints Church (5) from where you can retrace your steps to the A33 and thence the pub. 

As a variation you can carry straight on at the T-junction with footpath 2 (3) and back to the A33 via footpath 3 (13). This area is renowned for seeing roe deer. The footpath brings you out on the A33 beside the old telephone exchange and current (temporary we hope) location of the airwaves tetra mast. From here cross the road to the footway, turn left, and return to the Cricketers (1).

We hope you enjoy this walk as much as we did. If you have any comments please send them to webadmin@stratfieldturgis.org.uk. More information about the places mentioned can be found at http://www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk/.

This description was written following a walk by Sheila, Don, Robert, Mary and Simon on 13 August 2005. The weather was fine (just) in the middle of a dry spell.

�HYPERLINK  \l "Tag1" \o "Go to description point 1"��1�





�HYPERLINK  \l "Tag2" \o "Go to description point 2"��2�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Tag3" \o "Go to description point 3" ��3�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Tag4" \o "Go to description point 4" ��4�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Tag5" \o "Go to description point 5" ��5�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Tag6" \o "Go to description point 6" ��6�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Tag7" \o "Go to description point 7" ��7�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Tag8" \o "Go to description point 8" ��8�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Tag9" \o "Go to description point 9" ��9�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Tag10" \o "Go to description point 10" ��10�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Tag11" \o "Go to description point 11" ��11�





� HYPERLINK  \l "Tag12" \o "Go to description point 12" ��12�





�HYPERLINK  \l "Tag13" \o "Go to description point 13"��13�








PAGE  
2

